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FREEDOM IS THE ONLY OPTION

A FILM INSPIRED BY A REAL STORY
Thirty-three years after the fall of communism
and one hundred years after the founding of
the Romanian Communist Party, three young
independent filmmakers set out to make their
feature film debut with a film about an invisible
enemy, the radioactive cloud of 1986. Although
the artistic team of the film 1986: The Lost
Year was born after the 1989 revolution, they
tell with humor and sincerity the story of a
family from a village in communist Romania
affected by the Chernobyl nuclear accident.

STORY
1986: The Lost Year is a tribute film to our parents' generation.
The year 1986 is the time when several women from northern Bukovina, from Iasi,
Vrancea and Tulcea, were forced to have abortions in inhumane conditions, although
abortion was forbidden. Much later, news arrived in Romania that the Chernobyl
nuclear power plant had exploded, exposing the population of the northeast of the
country to high levels of radiation and increasing the cases of newborns with
deformities. The Romanian Communist Party strongly condemned both women who
had abortions and children born with deformities. They were placed in special centers
where they were allowed to die, and their parents did not have the right to see or care
for them. Irina, played by Isabela Neamțu, is the mirror image of a woman who had to
face this moral dilemma - to have an abortion and risk imprisonment. To keep the
pregnancy and take the baby if it is born with deformities. Or to keep the child and risk
the freedom of the mother-in-law. - Although in the real story the woman lost the fight
and the child, and the mother-in-law was able to convince her that the radiation
endangered her life, Irina's character brings to the fore a heroine who faces some
sacrifices and obstacles that she overcomes by choosing freedom.

FREEDOM IS THE ONLY OPTION!
This motto also represents the protagonist of the film, Irina, who is an
intellectual woman trapped in a world dominated by fear. Irina can be a
Laocoon with a female face, in which during the film the pain of the body and
the strength of the soul, both in their intensity, are equally distributed and
balanced in the whole composition of the creature, so that at the end of the film
she decides to accept the freedom of the woman, of wife and mother. Through
this tragic comparison between the past and the present, in which the death
and the birth of woman (as a concept) occur in a dramatic way, the film 1986:
Lost Year wants to lead the heroine through a successive journey through
hellish

circles,

through

catastrophes

that

are

chained

together:

one

catastrophe disappears only to give way to another, and the latter is called the
fall of communism and the birth of freedom.

THEY CHOSE INSTEAD TO MAKE IT HAPPEN!
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LIGIA CIORNEI
n. 02.02.1993
Ligia Ciornei was born in Suceava, a city near the border with Ukraine, which
was and is a source of inspiration for her films. He lives in Bucharest, during
which time he studied Film Directing and Film Production at the National
University of Theater and Cinematography "I.L Caragiale", Bucharest. He is
currently a doctoral student at the same university. She stood out
internationally with the short films "Vintage" and "Somewhere in Moldova", she
made her theatrical debut with the show "Grounded" by George Brant, which in
turn was appreciated by critics and theater selectors. "Citadela" is a
performative installation about the first female pilots in Romania and managed
to define the young director as an interdisciplinary artist.

Present at the Cannes Film Festival in 2017 and 2019, nominated at the Toronto, Kiev, Moscow,
Brest, Rome, London, Goa, Jaipur and Berlin festivals and winners of the Rome, New York and Bari
film festivals, what three young creators are part of a generation that has stopped waiting for things
to happen.
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Irina is doomed to fight and suffer with decency. The director pleads for a tragic female
character who is taught, educated, and trained to hide her feelings because the slightest
expression of pain would have put an end to these cold and cruel confessions.

Statements
"The problems that the film highlights are: the fragility of women, their vulnerability, and gender
inequality.
In a society that is still traditionalist, there are many obstacles for women: from domestic violence,
to unequal opportunities in the labor market, to the social stigma that is a daily occurrence in
Romania, whether we are talking about the communist period or referring to everyday events.
The film discusses women's freedom of choice and defines it as a problem that must be solved as
soon as possible. That is why we decided to capture in an hour and a half the life of a woman and
show how this life can be radically changed by the nuclear explosion, violence and abuse. In
modern reality, regardless of the historical period, women have not yet managed to break through
the boundaries imposed by society and make their voices heard. That's why I think it's important
for a female film director to bring the woman and her struggle to assert her own will up to date. "
Ligia Ciornei, director

The film 1986: The Lost Year is inspired by a true story and is meant to be an intersection between
generations. So, if for our parents the pain of remembering the communist period is too great, we who
were born after the fall of the dictatorship have the moral duty to promote freedom.
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